FLOETfc
other formation, it forms beautiful hills and romantic   Cliap.ll
Valleys.
8. ClalL-
Chalk is one of the newest floet2 rocks* It is al*
Ways near the sea-coast* It contains numerous beds
of nodular flint, often full of vesicles. Various petre-
factions of echinites, belemnites, &c. occur in it. It
is indistinctly stratified* ar*d forms beautiful round
knolls and hills of very small height* Pyrites is some-
times found in it, but scarcely any other metallic ore*
9. Independent Coal formation.
This formation is deposited in detached patches^
usually in valleys over the preceding floetz rocks, ox*
over the transition formation when the floetz rocks are
wanting* These patches, in general^ have no connexion
with each other* Hence the epithet independent^ by
which the formation is di$tinguished : hut they are
found in cpnsiderabie quantities in the most distant parts
of the earth, Europe, America, New Holland, and al-
ways similarly situated with respect to the other forma-
tions* Coal occurs in it in great abundance ; though
in the preceding formations it is very scarce, and in-
deed is only found in thin individual beds. Hence it
is considered as characteristic of this formation. The
roeks of which (not reckoning the coal) this formation
is composed are the following :
Sand-btone                           Lime-stone                       Rocks b
Coarse conglomerate           IV'.'arl                                 longing
.                                        fo it.
Slate-clay                           Gay iron-stone
Bituminous shale                Porphyritic stone
Indurated clay                    Green-stone.